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The Hatheway Creative Lexicon 
A Structural Dictionary of Visual Thought 

By: Eric Wells Hatheway


___________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Activated Space  


Space understood not as emptiness but as tension-bearing territory within the frame.  


See also: Negative Space (26), Field of Force (11), The Square (40)


_________________________________________


2. Alignment  


The deliberate positioning of elements along shared axes to create order, stability, and trust.  


See also: Balance (5), Hierarchy (15), Structural Integrity (38)


_________________________________________


3. Architecture of Meaning  


The underlying structural system through which visual relationships produce interpretation.  


See also: Structure (37), Composed Thought (8), Perceptual Field (29)


_________________________________________


4. Authority of Form  


The psychological weight granted to a visual structure independent of its narrative or explanatory 
content.  


See also: Structure (37), Alignment (2), Balance (5), Illusograph (18)
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_________________________________________


5. Balance  


The equilibrium of visual weight within a composition; stability made perceptible.  


See also: Imbalance (21), Scale (33), Field of Force (11)


_________________________________________


6. Branding as Cultural Archaeology  


An approach to commercial imagery that excavates collective memory, nostalgia, and symbolic residue.  


See also: Nostalgia (25), Semiotics (34), Architecture of Meaning (3)


_________________________________________


7. Clarity  


Structural coherence that allows perception to operate without confusion.  


See also: Structural Integrity (38), Alignment (2), Form (12)


_________________________________________


8. Composed Thought  


An image understood as structured cognition—visual organization as a mode of thinking.  


See also: The Image Thinks (20), Structure (37), Architecture of Meaning (3)


_________________________________________


9. Contrast  


Difference deployed as emphasis; tension introduced through opposition.  


See also: Imbalance (21), Hierarchy (15), Visual Physics (45)




v.49INDX

FEB2026


Page  of 3 11

_________________________________________


10. False Resolution  


The appearance of compositional conclusion without conceptual closure.  


See also: Illusograph (17), Activated Space (1), Negative Space (26), Tension (41)


_________________________________________


11. Field of Force  


The invisible tensions generated by placement, proximity, and scale inside a frame.  


See also: Activated Space (1), Scale (33), Placement (30)


_________________________________________


12. Form  


The structural arrangement of elements prior to narrative or symbolism.  


See also: Structure (37), Frame (13), Geometry (14)


_________________________________________


13. Frame  


The boundary that transforms observation into intention.  


See also: Placement (30), The Square (40), Organized Seeing (28)


_________________________________________


14. Friction  


The productive tension between competing visual forces.  
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See also: Imbalance (21), Contrast (9), Field of Force (11)


_________________________________________


15. Geometry  


The silent regulator of spatial relationships; the skeleton beneath appearance.  


See also: Structure (37), The Square (40), Visual Physics (45)


_________________________________________


16. Hierarchy  


The ordering of elements according to perceptual priority.  


See also: Scale (33), Alignment (2), Placement (30)


_________________________________________


17. Illegal Art  


Art that derives its structural tension from prohibited use—of image, symbol, system, or authorship.  


See also: Activated Space (1), Field of Force (11), Negative Space (26)


_________________________________________


18. Illusograph  


A diagrammatic construction that presents the formal authority of explanation while withholding fixed 
semantic resolution.  


See also: Structure (37), Activated Space (1), Field of Force (11), False Resolution (10), Authority of Form 
(4)


_________________________________________
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19. Illusographic  


Pertaining to a work that exhibits structural authority without semantic obligation.  


See also: Illusograph (18), Visual Intelligence (44), Perception (31)


_________________________________________


20. Illusography  


The practice of constructing visual systems that imply explanatory logic while refusing informational 
closure.  


See also: Illusograph (18), Structural Integrity (38), Tension (41)


_________________________________________


21. Imbalance  


The intentional disruption of equilibrium to activate attention.  


See also: Balance (5), Friction (14), Contrast (9)


_________________________________________


22. The Image Thinks  


The assertion that images possess structural logic independent of narrative explanation.  


See also: Composed Thought (8), Organized Seeing (28), Perception (31)


_________________________________________


23. Intelligence Made Visible  


The transformation of abstract reasoning into structured visual form.  


See also: Composed Thought (8), Structure (37), Visual Intelligence (44)




v.49INDX

FEB2026


Page  of 6 11

_________________________________________


24. Intention  


The guiding logic behind every compositional decision.  


See also: Placement (30), Frame (13), Structural Integrity (38)


_________________________________________


25. Irony  


A conceptual layering that complicates surface meaning.  


See also: Wit (47), Branding as Cultural Archaeology (6), Semiotics (34)


_________________________________________


26. Margins  


The peripheral zones where subtle tensions accumulate.  


See also: Negative Space (27), Activated Space (1), Placement (30)


_________________________________________


27. Narrative Residue  


Meaning that remains after structural analysis; what lingers beyond form.  


See also: Architecture of Meaning (3), Semiotics (34), Surface (39)


_________________________________________


28. Negative Space  


Active emptiness; space that shapes perception through absence.  


See also: Activated Space (1), Field of Force (11), Margins (26)
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_________________________________________


29. Nostalgia  


A cultural memory device used to generate familiarity and trust.  


See also: Branding as Cultural Archaeology (6), Semiotics (34), Wit (47)


_________________________________________


30. Order  


The perceptual coherence resulting from structured arrangement.  


See also: Alignment (2), Structure (37), Balance (5)


_________________________________________


31. Organized Seeing  


The practice of disciplining perception through compositional awareness.  


See also: The Image Thinks (22), Frame (13), Composed Thought (8)


_________________________________________


32. Perception  


The cognitive act structured by visual relationships rather than isolated elements.  


See also: Organized Seeing (31), Hierarchy (16), Visual Intelligence (44)


_________________________________________


33. Perceptual Field  


The total spatial arena within which visual relationships operate.  




v.49INDX

FEB2026


Page  of 8 11

See also: Field of Force (11), The Square (40), Activated Space (1)


_________________________________________


34. Placement  


The act of assigning position within the frame; the primary generator of meaning.  


See also: Field of Force (11), Hierarchy (16), Intention (24)


_________________________________________


35. Proximity  


The relational distance between elements and its effect on meaning.  


See also: Field of Force (11), Contrast (9), Placement (34)


_________________________________________


36. Scale  


The relative size of elements and its psychological consequence.  


See also: Hierarchy (16), Balance (5), Visual Weight (46)


_________________________________________


37. Semiotics  


The study of signs and symbols as carriers of meaning.  


See also: Branding as Cultural Archaeology (6), Nostalgia (29), Narrative Residue (27)


_________________________________________


38. Simplicity  
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Reduction to essential structural relationships.  


See also: Clarity (7), Structure (39), Form (12)


_________________________________________


39. Spatial Tension  


The dynamic relationship between opposing visual forces.  


See also: Field of Force (11), Friction (14), Activated Space (1)


_________________________________________


40. Structure  


The governing system of relationships that organizes perception.  


See also: Architecture of Meaning (3), Form (12), Structural Integrity (41)


_________________________________________


41. Structural Integrity  


The internal coherence of a visual composition.  


See also: Alignment (2), Order (30), Clarity (7)


_________________________________________


42. Surface  


The visible layer of an image; the site where deeper structures manifest.  


See also: Narrative Residue (27), Geometry (15), Semiotics (37)


_________________________________________
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43. Tension  


The perceptual strain produced by imbalance, contrast, or proximity.  


See also: Imbalance (21), Spatial Tension (39), Friction (14)


_________________________________________


44. The Square  


The primary field of containment and tension; a neutral form that is never neutral.  


See also: Frame (13), Geometry (15), Field of Force (11)


_________________________________________


45. Visual Intelligence  


The capacity of structure to guide cognition without words.  


See also: Intelligence Made Visible (23), Perception (32), Organized Seeing (31)


_________________________________________


46. Visual Physics  


The metaphorical laws governing weight, balance, and motion within a composition.  


See also: Geometry (15), Scale (36), Field of Force (11)


_________________________________________


47. Visual Weight  


The perceived heaviness or dominance of an element.  


See also: Scale (36), Balance (5), Hierarchy (16)


_________________________________________
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48. Wit  


Playful intelligence used to disarm and invite deeper engagement.  


See also: Irony (25), Nostalgia (29), Branding as Cultural Archaeology (6) 

_________________________________________


49. “Look Again” 

An invitation and a directive. A reminder that perception rewards attention and that structure reveals 
itself through reconsideration.


Look Again: Activated Space (1) … Wit (48) 

___________________________________________________________________________________



